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TREATMENT   OF   SEWAGE

are to be made separately and set in place like curbing.   They
shall rest on a concrete footing.
All bottoms of tanks and beds shall be of concrete but not
reinforced by steel.
10. Siphons. These shall be of ample size and designed
to discharge at a high rate. The termination of discharge of
the dosing siphon shall be sudden. The siphons to discharge the
contact beds shall be adjusted to cease discharging before the
next dose shall enter the bed.
In this case the total quantity of filtering material used is
80 cubic yards, or 4.4 cubic yards per capita. The sewage,
however, is originally more concentrated, and the purification
sought is not as good as in the first case instanced. On the
other hand, the system is designed to work with almost no
attention, there being no part subject to regulation.
The smaller a system of sewage purification works, the sim-
pler it should be in operation, as small systems must operate
with little attention, and the attention that they do require
should be only occasional. Contact beds are simpler to operate
and require less frequent attention than percolating filters or
even than intermittent sand filters, if they are constructed in
the simplest possible manner. The care required after the
capacity of the septic tank has been adjusted to secure best
results, is that necessary to keep the automatic discharging
devices in good operation, to keep the beds sufficiently free
from weeds so that aeration will be easy and the interstices
of the filtering material will not become filled with roots and
other materials, and to rest a bed occasionally when it shows
signs of becoming clogged. Several contacts of short duration
are more effective than a single contact of long duration.
Siphons that discharge automatically each time the beds be-